Howard Gardner School for Discovery
FAQ’s

Who is Howard Gardner and what are the Multiple Intelligences?

Howard Gardner is a Scranton native who is a Professor of Cognition and Education at Harvard.  In 2005 he was selected by Foreign Policy and Prospect magazines as one of 100 most influential public intellectuals in the world.  His groundbreaking MI theory of intelligences has identified 9 distinctive intelligences including: Verbal-Linguistic, 

Mathematical-Logical, Musical, Visual-Spatial, Bodily-Kinesthetic, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalist, and Existential.
Does Gardner have knowledge of and a relationship with HGSD?

Yes.  Dr. Gardner approved of his name being used for the school and has met with our faculty when he presented at the National Association of Laboratory Schools National Conference in 2006.  He also appeared via satellite transmission for the 2006 NALS Symposium hosted by HGSD as our Keynote Speaker.
Where do Gardner graduates go on to high school?  
Most of our students choose to go to any number of local schools.  More, however, seem to consider private high schools such as Prep (14), and Bishop O’Hara (7).  Of our last 2 classes of graduates, about half chose to take the Prep exam, and of those students, all but one passed the test and was accepted. 
How do HGSD students perform on standardized tests? Do they take PSSA’s?
Each fall our students in grades 3, 5, and 7 take the Terra Nova tests.  Our scores vary due to our small sampling of students; however our scores are above average in almost every category.  Our students do particularly well in science, language, and social studies.  We also have tracked our graduating class’ scores to see how well students progress through graduation.  Our graduating seniors in the 2005 school year and for the previous 4 years achieved at a grade equivalence level of 10th grade to 12th grade in all core subject areas (math, science, cultures, language, and writing).  HGSD is also one of the few state wide private schools to participate in the annual Pennsylvania Assessment (PSSA) tests.  Our recent scores indicate that of the 29 schools tested locally (all public schools), HGSD was first in our category in reading and placed fifth in math (grades 5 and 8).  In reading 91% of our 8th graders were proficient or better (state average 68%), and in math 73% were proficient or better (state average 58%). In writing, HGSD 5th graders were 67% proficient or better versus the state average of 54% our 8th grade scores were even better with over 90% proficiency.  
Do your teachers ever “teach to the test?”
No class time is ever spent teaching to a specific standardized test.  We trust our curriculum to meet or exceed standards.  In fact, we use our test results to help us refine our curriculum.  

Are HGSD students screened before being admitted to the school?

No screening test is administered to students for entrance.  Most of our students are regular “kids” who do extraordinary things in school.

Have others?  Call us.  We will be happy to answer any questions you may have about our school

