
   About 
three fourths 
of the earth is 
covered with 
water. Water 
supports all 
life as we 
know it and 
is extremely 
useful. In 

order to have water we have to take 
care of it. Right now we are pollut-
ing our water and we need to try 
and stop before we have none left 
that is clean. 
            When we pollute water 
many organisms are affected and 
pollution spreads. The two main 
causes of pollution are sewage and 
fertilizers which contain phosphates 
and nitrates. This causes algae and 
to over grow and block the light 
from deeper waters.  We pollute the 
ocean by drilling for oil and by put-

ting our trash in it. We also pollute 
rivers, lakes, streams, and creeks. 
This affects many other organisms 
that live in the water because they 
have difficulty breathing. Pollution 
also happens when land erodes and 
fills the water with sediment and 
organic matter and all the organ-
isms in the water suffocate. Pollu-
tion of rivers has been the most 
widespread pollution of the 
20th century.  
            Pathogens are another harm-
ful pollution. They can cause respi-
ratory damage and skin diseases. 
Pathogens include organisms like 
bacteria, viruses, and protozoan. 
Theses pollutants enter from un-
treated sewage, storm drain, and 
septic tanks. 
             Another pollutant is petro-
leum. When people drill in the 
ground they catch most of the pe-
troleum but some of it escapes. Ra-
dioactive liq-

uid is also pollution from petroleum 
and is produced from power plants. 
Oil pollution mainly affects coastal 
animals and how they live. Workers 
use special nets to clean up oil but 
there is just too much of it. 
            About 1.5 billion people 
don’t have safe drinking water and 
there are at least 5 million deaths a 
year because of this. Beaches are 
closed because the amount of bacte-
ria is so large. This pollution is 
spreading all over and affecting 
many things. People everywhere 
are doing little things to help clean 
our ocean, creeks, lakes, streams, 
and rivers. 

Meant to replace the Hubble, the 
James Webb Space Telescope 
(JSTW) will be equipped with a 21-
foot wide mirror consisting of 18 
hexagonal segments and floating 
nearly a million miles above the 
Earth’s night side. This telescope is 
designed to gather faint and infra-
red light that emanated from the 
farthest, earliest stars. However, 
this NASA project is running ap-
proximately one-third over its $5 
billion budget and over one year 
behind schedule, as reported by an 
independent review panel.  

     Already con-

suming 40 percent of NASA’s as-
trophysics budget, the James Webb 
telescope will actually end up cost-
ing $6.2 billion to $6.8 billion and 
that the earliest launching date 
would be in the September of 2015, 
as opposed to original predicted 
launch date in June 2014. “The bot-
tom line was that there was just not 
enough money in the budget to exe-
cute the work that was required,” 
said John R. Casani, the review 
panel’s leader. 

 The report, ordered by 
Senator Barbara Mikulski, a Mary-
land Democrat, stated that the 

whole pro-
ject was 
flawed from the beginning.   

Though the project is in 
good shape technically, according 
to the panel, the Webb project man-
agers had not made accurate esti-
mates of the costs and schedule.  

Continued on pg.13 
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Hubble Telescope Successor “Over Budget”   
By: Andrew Haggerty 
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The Living Fossil  
By: St.John Whittaker   �
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On the 
New Zealand is-
lands there are all 
sorts of mysteri-
ous creatures that 
don’t want you to 
know that they are 
there. Some of 
those creatures are 
the Kiwi, Giant 
weta, and the 
kakapo. They are 
all some of the 
strangest animals 
alive but the one 
that was the most 
interesting was 
the tuatara. The 
tuatara is a lizard 
seemingly normal 
reptile with a 
bumpy back and a 
skin color varia-
tion ranging from 
olive green to 
brown to orangey 
red. The word tua-
tara means ”peaks 
on the back” in 
the Maori culture. 
The lizard can live 
to be over one 
hundred years old. 
It eats lots of 
things such as 
baby birds, in-
sects, eggs and 
other lizards. An-
other one of the 
amazing things 
about this animal 
is that the gender 
of the lizard de-
pends upon how 
warm or cool the 

soil was the 
mother laid the 
eggs. The cooler 
the soil the more 
likely it is going 
to be a female. To 
be precise the 
temperature 
would have to be 
eighteen Celsius 
or lower for the 
lizard to always 
become female. 
For the egg to be-
come male, it 
would have to be 
twenty-four Cel-
sius or 
above. There are 
only an estimated 
fifty thousand to 
one hundred thou-
sand of these 
magnificent ani-
mals left. 

             Although 
they seem to be 
nothing out of the 
ordinary, they 
have the most 
amazing genetics. 
The DNA in the 
tuatara still is 
changing at an 
accelerated speed. 
The tuatara’s 
DNA could quite 
possibly be mutat-
ing faster that any 
other inverte-
brates’ genome 
(all the inheritable 
traits of an organ-
ism).   The parts 

that are changing 
are unimportant 
parts known as 
filler codes and 
have no effect on 
the creature. Also, 
the reptile’s mo-
lecular blue prints 
for how to create 
the tuatara are 
very steady. For 
example the lizard 
has had the same 
physique dating 
back hundreds of 
millions of years 
ago, since before 
the reign of the 
dinosaurs. 

            So all in 
all, we see that the 
tuatara has one of 
the most amazing 
genetics of any 
invertebrate. 
Therefore scien-
tists will keep on 
studying this 
amazing crea-
ture.    

    

            

WORD FIND 
ANSWERS: 
  
LOGITECH- 
A secu-
rity sur-
veillance 
system 
           
PATERNO- 
Coach 
with 
400th win 
 
DEPRES-
SION- 
Something 
teenagers 
suffer 
from 
 
WASHING-
TON DC- 
Our na-
tion’s 
capital 
         
 NFL-  
National 
Football 

League 
         
 COWBOYS- 
Dallas 
football 
team 
 
FOURLOKO- 
Alcoholic 
energy 
drinks 
 
WOODSTORK
- Birds 
that are 
in danger 
with 
building 
in the 
Ever-
glades 
 
  
MINIBANG- 
Artifi-
cial 
miniature 
Big Bang, 
created 
by scien-

tist  
 
  
SALMO-
NELLA- An 
illness 
caused by 
eggs, 
created 
by ill 
chickens 
 
DODGEBALL
- A game 
when you 
throw 
balls at 
people 
 
GLIESE- A 
new re-
cently 
discov-
ered 
planet, 
similar 
to 
earth's 
size 
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Hubble Telescope Suc-
cessor “Over Budget”   

By: Andrew Haggerty 
9Continued from page 11) 

In order to meet the 2015 
launch date, the project would 
need increases of over $200 
million in both 2011 and 2012, 
and the panel was unable to 
recommend suggestions for re-
ducing the cost. 

In a letter sent by Ms. Mi-

kulski to NASA administrator 
Gen. Charles F. Bolden Jr., she 
complained of the “dismay” of 
poor management and inade-
quate budgeting of the project 
reported by the panel, stating 
that “We cannot afford to con-
tinue with business as usual in 
this stark fiscal situation. 

Implying the technical issues 
and cost were understated to 
get financing started, the report 

raised fear that other projects 
would harmed and damaged. 
Alan P. Boss, the leader of the 
subcommittee responsible for 
advising NASA’s astrophysics 
program, was critical of the 
situation. Alan Boss stated that 
“This is NASA’s Hurricane 
Katrina”. The James Space 
Webb Telescope, he believes, 
“will leave nothing but devasta-
tion in the astrophysics budget.” 

 

Ireland is finally accepting a bailout 
from the European Union to help 
with their money problems. The 
website nasdaq.com said that, over 
the weekend that Ireland asked for 
help with their debt crisis after 
initially opposing any assistance. 
The New York Times reported on 
November 21, 2010, that Ireland 
applied for a rescue package for 
more than $100 billion after months 
of trying to survive a financial 
crisis. Ireland’s willingness to 
accept a bailout package from the 
European Union was good news 
according to White House Press 
Secretary, Robert Gibbs. European 
Union officials have been pushing 
for Ireland to accept help and 

quickly 

agreed to the request late Sunday 
November 21, 2010. 
 The loan to Ireland was 
needed because of the county’s 
failing banking system. 
Government officials hope that the 
large amount of money will calm 
investors and keep the crisis from 
spreading to Portugal and even 
Spain. The Irish government has 
been going deeper and deeper in 
debt since 2008 and its decision to 
protect its banks from all losses. 
The banking system became so 
weak that it could not wait any 
longer to ask for help. Ireland was 
insisting that it could manage its 
own money and it was humbling 
for the country to ask for help. The 
country did not want to be seen as 
irresponsible in running up debt. 
There have been a few labor strikes 
in Ireland, but the people know that 
they do not have much of a choice 
and have to pay their debts. 
CNN.com reported that Ireland’s 
financial crisis is causing political 
problems. Several government 
parties are calling for new 
elections. The request for financial 

assistance is 
not popular 
in Ireland 
and the 
government 
could be 
punished 
when there is 
an election to 
fill an empty 
seat in parliament.  Green Party 
leader John Gormley said “This 
past week has been a traumatic one 
for the Irish electorate. People feel 
misled and betrayed.”  
 Ireland’s request for help 
comes only six months after the 
European Union and the 
International Monetary Fund put 
together a $150 billion bailout 
package for Greece. The White 
House expressed concerns about 
how money problem overseas, such 
as in Greece, could threaten the 
United States' recovery from our 
financial troubles. Press Secretary 
Gibbs said “I think addressing these 
causes and concerns quickly is a 
good step.” 
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The Luck of 
the Irish Ran 

Out  
By Adam 
Gresko 
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The late George Steinbrenner will 
be on the veterans’ committee bal-
lot for the Baseball Hall of Fame, 
Cooperstown, NY in December 
2010. George Steinbrenner owned 
the New York Yankees from 1973 
until he died in July 2010. Former 
New York Yankees manager Billy 
Martin will be on the ballot with 
him. Martin was the manager of the 
Yankees five times. Steinbrenner 
fired him four times and allowed 
him to resign once.  
To be elected to the Baseball Hall 
of Fame a candidate has to appear 
on at least 75% of the 16 ballots. 
Other candidates on this year’s bal-
lot include former union head 

Marvin Miller, players Vida Blue, 
Dave Concepcion, Steve Garvey, 
Ron Guidry, Tommy John, Al 
Oliver, Ted Simmons and Rusty 
Staub. Retired Toronto, Baltimore, 
Seattle and Philadelphia general 
manager Pat Gillick is also on the 
12 man ballot. This year’s veterans’ 
committee ballot covers baseball’s 
expansion era. Players, managers, 
umpires, executives, whose most 
significant impact was from 1973 
on, were considered for the ballot 
as reported on the website 
ESPN.com. The results will be an-
nounced on December 6, 2010 in 
Lake Buena Vista, Florida.  
The veterans’ committee members 
who will be voting this year include 
Hall of Famers Johnny Bench, 
Whitey Herzog, Eddie Murray, Jim 
Palmer, Tony Perez, Frank Robin-
son, Ryne Sanberg and Ozzie 
Smith. Chicago White Sox owner 
Jerry Reinsdorf, Baltimore Orioles 
President Andy MacPhail, former 
Phillies owner Bill Giles, Royals 
owner David Glass, Bob Elliot of 
the Toronto Sun, Tim Kurkjian of 
ESPN, Tom Verducci of Sports Il-
lustrated and retired Los Angeles 

Times reporter Ross Newhan are 
also members of the veterans’ com-
mittee and will vote on the candi-
dates.  
There are plenty of people who 
think that the Baseball Hall of 
Fame lowered its standards when it 
included George Steinbrenner on 
the 12 man ballot. According to the 
website usatoday.com Steinbren-
ner’s credentials should not be 
boosted because of his death and 
sentimental feelings. Posts on the 
USA Today’s website show that 
people are split on the subject. 
Many people think that he does not 
deserve to be in the Hall of Fame. 
“You have got to be kidding. All 
this guy did was write checks!” 
wrote one blogger. Others feel that 
Billy Martin and George Steinbren-
ner should go into the Hall of Fame 
together because the Boss and the 
manager deserve their own exhibit 
in Cooperstown.  A blogger on usa-
today.com reminded us that 11 pen-
nants and 6 World Series champi-
onships are worthy credentials for 
admittance into the Hall of Fame.  
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Yankees Late Owner Hall of Fame Candidate 
By: Adam Gresko 
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Clues-  
                                
        A security surveillance sys-
tem 
  
        College Football Coach 
with 400th win 
  
        Something teenagers suf-
fer from, when bullied 
  
       Our nation’s capital (2 
words) 
  

       National Football League 
(abbr) 
  
        Dallas football team 
  
        Alcoholic energy drink  
          
        Birds that are in danger 
with building in the Everglades 
  
        Artificial miniature Big 
Bang, created by scientist 
  
        An illness caused by eggs, 

created by ill chickens 
  
        A game when you throw 
balls at people 
  
        A new recently discovered 
planet, similar to earth's size 
  
        Places where hens go to 
lay eggs 
  
        Change of form, or an al-
tered form 

 

q o m s a j w c r y g d k y c x j 
e j n l u p f o u r l o k o p a w 
v o d e i r x w a t o I q s v m p 
u j w f q p c b k y g u e d h k i 
k r n q e t l o y m i n i b a n g 
c i m e n d x y u h t q r y p l k 
q g d y t r e s u p e z h a s x p 
m j r d m h k z d g c o l m o p q 
b g e g s a b h e n h o u s e s l 
g l i e s e d l p a z s f r y o g 
l y o d m f b o r q n y b s l l m 
k g u s s o q q e m d j a q w w d 
r k s g i r l n s a o h l f o u i 
i b p w f m j i s k d p m x o t v 
d s a q w a s h i n g t o n d l k 
g f k s e t y u o g e q n e s q z 
g z p w m i f s n w b u e f t f u 
p a t e r n o i y o l u l p r x s 
w o r d k o r t o k l d a o k c a 

Word Find 



 On Saturday, November 6, 
2010 Penn States head coach Joe 
Paterno got his 400th coaching win.  
All of his wins were while coaching 
Penn State.  Joe Paterno has been 
the coach of Penn State since 1966.  
Paterno is the first major college 
coach to win 400 games.  The 83 
year old is third all time behind 
Eddie Robinson with 408 at Gram-
bling State and John Gagliardi with 
477 and counting the wins  at Divi-
sion III St. John’s in Minnesota. 
 Getting his 400th win wasn’t 
easy, Northwestern was up 21-0 
late in the second quarter when 
West Scranton graduate Matt 
McGloin threw a touchdown pass 
to Brett Brackett with three seconds 

to go.  The score was 21-7 heading 
into half time.  In the third quarter 
McGloin passed for two more 
touchdowns and Silas Redd ran for 
one.  In the fourth quarter McGloin 
passed for another touchdown 
which made it 35-21 Penn State, 
that would be the final score.  
McGloin threw for 225 yards and 
four touchdowns while Evan 
Royster ran for 134 yards.  The win 
made the Lions bowl eligible with 
their overall record at 6-3, North-
western is also 6-3.  The win tied 
their largest comeback under Pa-
terno.  In 1994 they cameback from 
21 points to win against Illinois. 
 After the game Paterno was 
carried on the field by offensive 

linemen 
Eric 
Shrive 
and De-
On’tae 
Pannell.  
On the 
field he 
was 
awarded 
a crystal 
football 
to commemorate the occasion.  
Fans stayed after the game to listen 
to Paterno’s speech.  Penn States 
running back Stephfon Green held 
up a sign that said “400.  The Pa-
terno Way”. 

So Long Wade 
By: David  

Haudenschield  
In Dallas, Texas the 

Cowboys started the season 
with a miserable 1-7 record. 
Jerry Jones, Cowboys owner 
and general manger, has had 
enough. He has tried every-
thing; giving speeches, chang-
ing the practice schedule, and 
returning to the fundamentals. 
Jerry felt that there was no so-
lution so he turned to his last 
option after a 45-7 loss to the 
Green Bay Packers. He fired 
Wade Phillips, former Dallas 
head coach, and he replaced 
him with offensive coordinator 

Jason 

Garrett. This was the first in 
season coaching change for 
the cowboys. He is only the 
temporary coach unless he 
does well. He is also the first 
Cowboy’s player to become a 
head coach. Garrett has a 
tough road ahead of him fac-

ing the Eagles twice, the 
Colts and Saints each once.      
 Many spectators be-
lieve that the reason for their 
frequent losses is because of 
injury. The cowboys have 
seven players on the injury 
list, two of them being Tony 
Romo and Terrance New-
man, two essential players 
on the starting roster. Wade 
Phillips has been in the league 
for 34 years and knows the 
NFL like the back of his 
hand. Wade’s overall record 
with the Dallas Cowboys 
was 34-22. Coaching 
through four and a half sea-
sons, his playoff record was 
an awful 1-2.  

JoePa wins 400th game 
By: Trey Lipski     
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On Sunday November 21, 
2010 the Pittsburgh Steelers played 
the Oakland Raiders in Pittsburgh 
at Heinz Field. The Steelers 
avenged last year’s loss by winning 
35-3.  The Steelers and the Raiders 
are both hard hitting, physical foot-
ball teams. It was definitely a ri-
valry game, just like in the 70’s 
when Franco Harris had his im-
maculate reception in the playoffs 
against the Raiders. The game was 
very physical, the Steelers had 2 
interceptions and a fumble recovery 
and the Raiders had 1 fumble re-
covery. The Steelers had 14 penal-
ties for 163 yards passing their re-
cord of 154 penalty yards against 
the Cincinnati Bengals in 1989. 
             There was a lot of pushing 
and shoving going on between the 
two teams throughout the game and 
there were a lot of personal foul 

penalties too. After Ben Roethlis-
berger, the Steelers quarterback 
threw his first touchdown pass of 
the game to wide receiver Em-
manuel Sanders in the 2nd quarter, 
Oakland’s defensive tackle Richard 
Seymour punched him in the face 
and knocked him down. Seymour 

was 
ejected 
from the 
game. 
The NFL 
Commis-

sioner, Roger Godell, fined the de-
fensive tackle $25,000 but did not 
suspend him for the next game.  
 Roethlisberger went 18 of 
29 for 275 yards and 3 touchdowns 
and also ran 16 yards for a touch-
down. Rashard Mendenhall ran 5 
yards for a touchdown and receiver 
Wallace had 3 catches for 116 

yards and 1 
touchdown.  On 
the defensive 
side, former NFL 
defensive player 
of the year James 
Harrison had 5 
tackles, 2 sacks, 
1 interception 
and forced a 
fumble.  Linebacker James Farrior 
had a team high 7 tackles and a 
sack.  Oakland’s starting quarter-
back Jason Campbell went 7 for 19 
and 70 yards but was pulled from 
the game after committing 3 turn-
overs.  He was relieved by Bruce 
Gradkowski late in the 3rd quarter.  
          Pittsburgh heads to Buffalo 
with a 7 -3 record and the 5-5 Raid-
ers face the Dolphins at home. 
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 Football is very dangerous 
for the brain.  Many current and 
former football players regret play-
ing the sport.  The reason being that 
they have suffered severe brain 
problems as a result of the colli-
sions they endure.  Even though 
they always wear helmets they can 
still be affected by the hard hits and 
helmet contacts.  All helmet provid-
ers say that their product does not 
ensure you that it will completely 
protect you from the hard impact of 
these collisions.  Although you are 
protected by the product, your brain 
can still be damaged.  This means 
that wearing a helmet is a lot better 
than not wearing a helmet at all.  If 

you didn’t wear a helmet you 
would have much more brain dam-
age than if you wear one.  
    Most NFL players get concus-
sions.  Concussions are traumatic 
injuries to tissues of the body such 
as the brain as a result of a violent 
blow, shaking, or spinning.  All of 
these things are included in the 
sport football.  This shows that the 
people who play this sport are at 
risk.  Every time a football player 
suffers a concussion their brains are 
partially damaged.    These times 
that the brain is damaged in the 
concussions and hard hits add 
up.  The brain damage can cause 
headaches, confusion, memory 

problems, and nausea.  They will 
most likely make your life miser-
able.  How would you feel if you 
woke up feeling nauseous and hav-
ing a headache then got up and 
went to get your breakfast?  Then in 
the middle of that action you forget 
what you are doing and feel very 
confused.  I know I would feel ter-
rible.  Imagine feeling like that for 
a long time.  That’s what some for-
mer NFL players feel like. 
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 The wiki leaks situation has 
gotten far worse. Army private 
Manning allegedly used a Lady 
Gaga CD and a flash drive to steal 
US secrets and diplomatic memos 
to get through Pentagon security. 
An embarrassed Pentagon spokes-
man Eric holder said that they 
would double security and restrain 
access with USBs or CDs. Hillary 
Clinton said that wiki leaks acted 
illegally by posting it. She also said 
that the administration was taking 
aggressive steps to hold responsible 
those who stole this information. 
On Monday the Obama administra-
tion branded the wiki leaks release 
of more than a quarter million sen-
sitive files an attack on the United 
States and raised the prospect of 
criminal prosecutions in connection 
with exposure. Eric holder also said 

that anyone that breaks US law will 
be held responsible. He said that the 
latest disclosure jeopardized the 
security of the nation, its diplomat’s 
intelligence assets and relationships 
with foreign governments. Penta-
gon, embarrassed by the files 
passed out, said that they would 
discuss new precautions on Sunday. 
Wiki leaks being everywhere yet 
nowhere makes it impossible for 
the government to silence wiki 
leaks. A wired representative of the 
government spoke to manning in 
private. “I want everyone to know 
the truth so they can make an in-
formed decision as a public. He was 
arrested shortly after the chat which 
occurred last spring. He was moved 
in July to the Quantico Marine 
Corps in Virginia to await trials on 
earlier charges. Mr. Lapan, another 

pentagon 
spokesman, 
said the 
wiki leaks 
experience 
has encour-
aged dis-
cussion 
within the military about how better 
to strike a balance between sharing 
information to those who need it 
and protecting it from disclosure. 
Since the summer when wiki leaks 
first published stolen war logs from 
the conflicts of Iraq and Afghani-
stan  the defense department made 
it harder for one person acting 
alone to download materiel from a 
classified network and put it on an 
unclassified one. Government offi-
cials say this is a very good thing.  

US is terrorized 
by wiki leaks 

 By Baraka 
Adera 
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Two moth-
ers, whose 
daughters 
attend 
Eastern 
Area Mid-
dle School 
in the 
Philadel-
phia school 
district, 

have filed a lawsuit because 
their daughters were pun-
ished for wearing the fa-
mous “I heart boobies” 
bracelets. The bracelet is a 
breast cancer awareness and 
support item, similar to 
bumper stickers that you 
would put on your car, or 
maybe even getting your 
hair “pinked”. They’re all 
signs of breast cancer 
awareness.    

Many schools 
throughout the country have 
banned students from wear-
ing these bracelets, but this 
was believed to be the first 
lawsuit against one of the 
bans. The students, in my 
opinion, are only raising 

awareness for breast cancer. 
However, school officials 
argue that the bracelets are 
distracting and they claim 
that some kids are just wear-
ing them as a joke, just be-
cause they say “boobies” on 
them. Some officials also 
say this is a very serious 
illness and that it should not 
be humiliated or taken as a 
joke. 

 The Eastern Area 
Middle School had banned 
the bracelets within the first 
month of school because the 
officials believed they were 
being inherited wrongly, 
and also being taken as a 
joke, because the bracelets 
say “boobies” on 
them.                                    
     The two middle school 
girls were sent to the princi-
pal’s office and banned 
from school dances for a 
month for wearing the 
bracelets. Amy Martinez, 
mother of one of the girls, 
said that teachers even wore 
breast cancer awareness 
shirts during breast cancer 
awareness month in Octo-

ber. Mrs. Martinez claims 
that her daughter still wears 
her bracelet under her 
sleeve during school, re-
gardless of what the rules 
are. 

 In my personal 
opinion, I believe that stu-
dents should be able to wear 
the breast cancer bracelets. I 
believe that they are simply 
supporting the cause or rais-
ing awareness for it. How-
ever, I do understand why 
people would say it is not a 
good thing to wear during 
school because of the fact 
that it says “boobies” and 
that some kids are wearing 
them as a joke. That may be 
true, but I still think that a 
lot of the kids out there 
wear the bracelets for the 
real cause and awareness. I 
disagree with the school 
board because they are ban-
ning all students from wear-
ing the bracelets, even the 
ones who wear it for the real 
reason. At least the students 
can still wear them in pub-
lic. 
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Mothers File 
Lawsuit against 

School District for 
Banning “I Heart 
Boobies” Brace-

lets  

By: Brendan 
Scanland  
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